The increase in the cancer death-rate is shown in Table II and as a graph in Figure 3 . In the latter, observe that the war had no effect on There has been a very considerable increase in the cancer death-rate, even within the last ten years. Is it possible that within so short a time the composition of the population has materially changed ? Table IV shows how great this change has been : there is a very large increase in the number of persons who die after fifty-five?that is, of course, in the number who live beyond that age. Indeed, between 1926 and 1936 
